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Geography & History at Loxdale    
 

 

Vision 

Our vision is for our pupils to have a wide breadth of knowledge of world history and 

geography, combined with historical and geographical skills that support all our learners 

to have a long-term memory of an ambitious body of semantic knowledge. 

 

Curriculum intent  

Curriculum drivers shape our curriculum breadth. They are derived from an exploration 

of the backgrounds of our students, our beliefs about high-quality education and our 

values. They are used to ensure we give our students appropriate and ambitious 

curriculum opportunities.  

Cultural capital gives our students the vital background knowledge required to be 

informed and thoughtful members of our community who understand and believe in 

British values.  

Curriculum breadth is shaped by our curriculum drivers, cultural capital, subject topics 

and our ambition for students to study the best of what has been thought and said by 

many generations of academics and scholars.  

Our curriculum distinguishes between subject topics and threshold concepts. Subject 

topics are the specific aspects of subjects that are studied.  

Threshold concepts tie together the subject topics into meaningful schema. The same 

concepts are explored in a wide breadth of topics. Through this ‘forwards-and-

backwards engineering’ of the curriculum, students return to the same concepts over 

and over, and gradually build understanding of them.  

For each of the threshold concepts, three milestones, each of which includes the 

procedural and semantic knowledge students need to understand the threshold 

concepts, provide a progression model.  

Knowledge categories in each subject give students a way of expressing their 

understanding of the threshold concepts. 

 

The diagram below shows:  

• threshold concepts – the big ideas that form the basis for the subject schema  

• milestones – the goals that students should reach at the end of a two-year period  

• knowledge categories – the facets of each threshold concept that help to strengthen 

the schema. 
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Knowledge webs help students to relate each topic to previously studied topics and to 

form strong, meaningful schema.  

Cognitive science tells us that working memory is limited and that cognitive load is too 

high if students are rushed through content. This limits the acquisition of long-term 

memory. Cognitive science also tells us that in order for students to become creative 
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thinkers, or have a greater depth of understanding, they must first master the basics, 

which takes time.  

Within each milestone, students gradually progress in their procedural fluency and 

semantic strength through three cognitive domains: basic, advancing and deep. The goal 

for students is to display sustained mastery at the advancing stage of understanding by 

the end of each milestone and for the most able to have a greater depth of 

understanding at the deep stage. The timescale for sustained mastery or greater depth 

is, therefore, two years of study.  

As part of our progression model we use a different pedagogical style in each of the 

cognitive domains of basic, advancing and deep. This is based on the research of 

Sweller, Kirschner and Rosenshine who argue for direct instruction in the early stages 

of learning and discovery-based approaches later. We use direct instruction in the 

basic domain and problem-based discovery in the deep domain. This is called the 

reversal effect.  

Also as part of our progression model we use POP tasks (Proof of Progress) which show 

our curriculum expectations in each cognitive domain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of cognitive domains and POP tasks. 
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Implementation  

Our curriculum design is based on evidence from cognitive science; three main 

principles underpin it:  

• Learning is most effective with spaced repetition.  

• Interleaving helps students to discriminate between topics and aids long-term 

retention.  

• Retrieval of previously learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both 

storage and retrieval strength.  

In addition to the three principles, we also understand that learning is invisible in the 

short term and that sustained mastery takes time.  

Our content is subject specific. We make intra-curricular links to strengthen schema.  

Continuous provision, in the form of daily routines, replaces the teaching of some 

aspects of the curriculum and, in other cases, provides retrieval practice for previously 

learned content.  

 

 

Diagram of our curriculum intent 
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Long term plans 

Geography Long term plan 

 
 

Geography – Long term plan 

Autumn  Spring  Summer  

 

Year 1/2 Year 3/4 Year5/6 

Describing maps of the world Describing maps of the world  Using maps: Features 

The UK Europe 
Using maps: Four-figure grid 

references 

England Europe: Population 
Using maps: Six-figure grid 

references 

Scotland Europe: Rivers Ocean currents 

Wales Europe: Mountains Tropical rainforest biome 

Northern Ireland Landscapes: Weathering Temperate deciduous forest biome 

England: London Landscapes: Rivers Desert biome 

England: Newcastle Upon Tyne Landscapes: Mountains Tundra Biome 

Scotland: Edinburgh Erosion and deposition: Rivers Taiga Biome 

Wales: Cardiff Erosion and deposition: Coasts Grassland biome 

Northern Ireland: Belfast 
Erosion and deposition: 

Management 
Savannah biome 

Continents and Oceans Transportation: Cities Marine biome 

Climate Transportation: National Freshwater biome 

Weather Transportation: International Ice biome 

Australia International Trade: Food North America 

Australia: Aboriginal people 
International Trade: Natural 

resources 
North America: Population 

Australia: Animals International Trade: Tourism North America: Rivers 

Australia: Great Barrier Reef 
Earthquakes and volcanoes: Plate 

tectonics 
North America: Rivers 

Australia: Sydney 
Earthquakes and volcanoes: The 

Pacific Ring of Fire 
North America: Mountains 

Australia: Daintree Rainforest Earthquakes and volcanoes: Impact  South America 

 The Water Cycle: the cycle  South America: Population 

 
The Water Cycle: Clouds and 

precipitation 
South America: Rivers 

 Climate Change South America: Mountains 
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Where will geography at Loxdale take you? 
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History long term plan 

 

 

 

History - Long term plan 

Autumn  Spring  Summer  

 

Year 1/2 Year 3/4 Year5/6 

Christopher Columbus  The Stone Age  The Ancient Greeks 

William Shakespeare  The Bronze Age The Aztecs 

Jethro Tull  The Iron Age The Maya 

Grace Darling  The Iron Age Early Islamic Civilisation 

Queen Victoria  The Roman Empire The Kingdom of Benin 

Florence Nightingale The Anglo-Saxons Alexander the Great 

Marie Curie The Vikings Explorers 

Emily Davison Ancient Egypt Explorers 

Rosa Parks   The Tudors 

John F Kennedy  The Victorian Era 

Martin Luther King Jr  The Second World War 

Queen Elizabeth II    

Neil Armstrong   

Tim Berners-Lee   

The Battle of Hastings   

The Plague (Black Death)   

The Printing Press   

The Spanish Armada   

The Gunpowder Plot   

The Great Fire of London   

The Steam Engine   

The American Revolution   

The Industrial Revolution   

The Invention of Radio   

The First Flight   

The First World War   

The Moon Landing    
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Medium term plans 

Autumn medium term plan 

 
 

Autumn Term  

Geography (green), History (orange) 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

W
k
 1

 Describing maps 

of the world (1hr) 

 

The UK (1hr) 

Describing maps 

of the world (1hr) 

 

The UK (1hr) 

Describing maps 

of the world  

 

Europe (1hr) 

Describing maps 

of the world  

 

Europe (1hr) 

Using maps: 

Features (1hr) 

 

Using maps: Four-

figure grid 

references (1hr) 

Using maps: 

Features (1hr) 

 

Using maps: Four-

figure grid 

references (1hr) 

W
k
 2

 

Christopher 

Columbus (1hr) 

 

William 

Shakespeare 

(1hr) 

Christopher 

Columbus (1hr) 

 

William 

Shakespeare 

(1hr) 

The Stone Age 

(2hrs) 

The Stone Age 

(2hrs) 

The Ancient 

Greeks (2hrs) 

The Ancient 

Greeks (2hrs) 

W
k
 3

 

England (2hrs) England (2hrs) 

Europe: 

Population (1hr) 

 

Europe: rivers 

(1hr)  

Europe: 

Population (1hr) 

 

Europe: rivers 

(1hr)  

Using maps: Four-

figure grid 

references (1hr) 

 

Using maps: Six-

figure grid 

references (1hr) 

Using maps: Four-

figure grid 

references (1hr) 

 

Using maps: Six-

figure grid 

references (1hr) 

W
k
 4

 Jethro Tull (1hr) 

 

Grace Darling 

(1hr) 

Jethro Tull (1hr) 

 

Grace Darling 

(1hr) 

The Stone Age 

(2hrs) 

The Stone Age 

(2hrs) 

The Ancient 

Greeks (1hr) 

 

The Aztecs (1hr) 

The Ancient 

Greeks (1hr) 

 

The Aztecs (1hr) 

W
k
 5

 

Scotland (2hrs) Scotland (2hrs) 

Europe: 

Mountains (1hr) 

 

Landscapes: 

weathering (1hr) 

Europe: 

Mountains (1hr) 

 

Landscapes: 

weathering (1hr) 

Using maps: Six-

figure grid 

references (1hr) 

 

Ocean currents 

(1hr) 

Using maps: Six-

figure grid 

references (1hr) 

 

Ocean currents 

(1hr) 

W
k
 6

 

Queen Victoria 

(1hr) 

 

Florence 

Nightingale (1hr) 

Queen Victoria 

(1hr) 

 

Florence 

Nightingale (1hr) 

The Bronze Age 

(2hrs) 

The Bronze Age 

(2hrs) 

The Aztecs 

(2hrs) 

The Aztecs 

(2hrs) 

W
k
 7

 

Wales (2hrs) Wales (2hrs) 
Landscapes: 

Rivers (2hrs) 

Landscapes: 

Rivers (2hrs) 

Tropical 

rainforest biome 

(1hr)  

 

Temperate 

deciduous forest 

biome (1hr) 

Tropical 

rainforest biome 

(1hr)  

 

Temperate 

deciduous forest 

biome (1hr) 

W
k
 8

 Marie Curie (1hr) 

 

Emily Davison 

(1hr) 

Marie Curie (1hr) 

 

Emily Davison 

(1hr) 

The Bronze Age 

(2hrs) 

The Bronze Age 

(2hrs) 

The Aztecs (1hr) 

 

The Maya (1hrs) 

The Aztecs (1hr) 

 

The Maya (1hrs) 

W
k
 9

 

Northern Ireland 

(2hrs) 

Northern Ireland 

(2hrs) 

Landscapes: 

Mountains (2hrs) 

Landscapes: 

Mountains (2hrs) 

Desert biome 

(1hr) 

 

Tundra Biome 

(1hr) 

Desert biome 

(1hr) 

 

Tundra Biome 

(1hr) 

W
k
 1

0
 

Rosa Parks Rosa Parks 
The Iron Age 

(2hrs) 

The Iron Age 

(2hrs) 
The Maya (2hrs) The Maya (2hrs) 
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Spring medium term plan 

 

 

 

 

Spring Term  

Geography (green), History (orange) 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

W
k
 1

 

England: London 

(1hr) 

 

England: 

Newcastle Upon 

Tyne (1hr) 

England: London 

(1hr) 

 

England: 

Newcastle Upon 

Tyne (1hr) 

Erosion and 

deposition: Rivers 

(1hr) 

 

Erosion and 

deposition: 

Coasts (1hr) 

Erosion and 

deposition: Rivers 

(1hr) 

 

Erosion and 

deposition: 

Coasts (1hr) 

Taiga Biome (1hr) 

 

 Grassland biome 

(1hr) 

Taiga Biome (1hr) 

 

 Grassland biome 

(1hr) 

W
k
 2

 

John F Kennedy 

(1hr) 

John F Kennedy 

(1hr) 

The Iron Age 

(2hrs) 

The Iron Age 

(2hrs) 

Early Islamic 

Civilisation (2hrs) 

Early Islamic 

Civilisation (2hrs) 

W
k
 3

 

Scotland: 

Edinburgh (1hr) 

 

Wales: Cardiff 

(1hr) 

Scotland: 

Edinburgh (1hr) 

 

Wales: Cardiff 

(1hr) 

Erosion and 

deposition: 

Management 

(2hrs) 

Erosion and 

deposition: 

Management 

(2hrs) 

Savannah biome 

(1hr) 

 

Marine biome 

(1hr) 

Savannah biome 

(1hr) 

 

Marine biome 

(1hr) 

W
k
 4

 

Martin Luther 

King Jr (1hr) 

 

Queen Elizabeth 

II (1hr) 

Martin Luther 

King Jr (1hr) 

 

Queen Elizabeth 

II (1hr) 

The Roman 

Empire (2hrs) 

The Roman 

Empire (2hrs) 

Early Islamic 

Civilisation (1hr) 

 

The Kingdom of 

Benin (1hr) 

Early Islamic 

Civilisation (1hr) 

 

The Kingdom of 

Benin (1hr) 

W
k
 5

 

Northern 

Ireland: Belfast 

(1hr) 

 

Continents and 

Oceans (1hr) 

Northern 

Ireland: Belfast 

(1hr) 

 

Continents and 

Oceans (1hr) 

Transportation: 

Cities (2hrs) 

Transportation: 

Cities (2hrs) 

Freshwater 

biome (1hr) 

 

Ice biome (1hr) 

Freshwater 

biome (1hr) 

 

Ice biome (1hr) 

W
k
 6

 

Neil Armstrong 

(1hr) 

 

Tim Berners-Lee 

(1hr) 

Neil Armstrong 

(1hr) 

 

Tim Berners-Lee 

(1hr) 

The Roman 

Empire (2hrs) 

The Roman 

Empire (2hrs) 

The Kingdom of 

Benin (2hrs) 

The Kingdom of 

Benin (2hrs) 

W
k
 7

 Continents and 

Oceans (1hr) 

 

Climate (1hr) 

Continents and 

Oceans (1hr) 

 

Climate (1hr) 

Transportation: 

National (1hr) 

 

Transportation: 

International 

(1hr) 

Transportation: 

National (1hr) 

 

Transportation: 

International 

(1hr) 

North America 

(1hr) 

 

North America: 

Population (1hr) 

North America 

(1hr) 

 

North America: 

Population (1hr) 

W
k
 8

 

The Battle of 

Hastings (1hr) 

 

The Plague (Black 

Death) (1hr) 

The Battle of 

Hastings (1hr) 

 

The Plague (Black 

Death) (1hr) 

The Anglo-

Saxons (2hrs) 

The Anglo-

Saxons (2hrs) 

Alexander the 

Great (2hrs) 

Alexander the 

Great (2hrs) 

W
k
 9

 

Weather (2hrs) Weather (2hrs) 

International 

Trade: Food (1hr) 

 

International 

Trade: Natural 

resources (1hr) 

International 

Trade: Food (1hr) 

 

International 

Trade: Natural 

resources (1hr) 

North America: 

Population (1hr) 

 

North America: 

Rivers (1hr) 

North America: 

Population (1hr) 

 

North America: 

Rivers (1hr) 

W
k
 1

0
 

The Printing 

Press (1hr) 

 

The Spanish 

Armada (1hr) 

The Printing 

Press (1hr) 

 

The Spanish 

Armada (1hr) 

The Anglo-

Saxons (2hrs) 

The Anglo-

Saxons (2hrs) 

Alexander the 

Great (1hr) 

 

Explorers (1hr) 

Alexander the 

Great (1hr) 

 

Explorers (1hr) 
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Summer medium term plan 

 
 

Summer Term 

Geography (green), History (orange) 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

W
k
 1

 

Australia (2hrs) Australia (2hrs) 

International 

Trade: Tourism 

(1hr) 

 

Earthquakes and 

volcanoes: Plate 

tectonics (1hr) 

International 

Trade: Tourism 

(1hr) 

 

Earthquakes and 

volcanoes: Plate 

tectonics (1hr) 

North America: 

Rivers (1hr) 

 

North America: 

Mountains (1hr) 

North America: 

Rivers (1hr) 

 

North America: 

Mountains (1hr) 

W
k
 2

 

The Gunpowder 

Plot (1hr)  

The Gunpowder 

Plot (1hr)  

The Vikings 

(2hrs) 

The Vikings 

(2hrs) 

Explorers (1hr) 

 

The Tudors (1hr) 

Explorers (1hr) 

 

The Tudors (1hr) 

W
k
 3

 Australia: 

Aboriginal people 

(2hrs) 

Australia: 

Aboriginal people 

(2hrs) 

Earthquakes and 

volcanoes: Plate 

tectonics (1hr) 

 

Earthquakes and 

volcanoes: The 

Pacific Ring of 

Fire (1hr) 

Earthquakes and 

volcanoes: Plate 

tectonics (1hr) 

 

Earthquakes and 

volcanoes: The 

Pacific Ring of 

Fire (1hr) 

North America: 

Mountains (1hr) 

 

South America 

(1hr) 

North America: 

Mountains (1hr) 

 

South America 

(1hr) 

W
k
 4

 

The Great Fire 

of London (1hr) 

 

The Steam 

Engine (1hr) 

The Great Fire 

of London (1hr) 

 

The Steam 

Engine (1hr) 

The Vikings 

(2hrs) 

The Vikings 

(2hrs) 

The Tudors 

(2hrs) 

The Tudors 

(2hrs) 

W
k
 5

 

Australia: 

Animals (2hrs) 

Australia: 

Animals (2hrs) 

Earthquakes and 

volcanoes: 

Impact (2hrs) 

Earthquakes and 

volcanoes: 

Impact (2hrs) 

South America: 

Population (2hrs) 

South America: 

Population (2hrs) 

W
k
 6

 

The American 

Revolution (1hr) 

 

The Industrial 

Revolution (1hr) 

The American 

Revolution (1hr) 

 

The Industrial 

Revolution (1hr) 

Ancient Egypt 

(2hrs) 

Ancient Egypt 

(2hrs) 

The Victorian Era 

(2hrs) 

The Victorian Era 

(2hrs) 

W
k
 7

 Australia: Great 

Barrier Reef 

(2hrs) 

Australia: Great 

Barrier Reef 

(2hrs) 

The Water Cycle: 

the cycle (1hr) 

 

The Water Cycle: 

Clouds and 

precipitation 

(1hr) 

The Water Cycle: 

the cycle (1hr) 

 

The Water Cycle: 

Clouds and 

precipitation 

(1hr) 

South America: 

Rivers (2hrs) 

South America: 

Rivers (2hrs) 

W
k
 8

 

The Invention of 

Radio (1hr) 

 

The First Flight 

(1hr) 

The Invention of 

Radio (1hr) 

 

The First Flight 

(1hr) 

Ancient Egypt 

(2hrs) 

Ancient Egypt 

(2hrs) 

The Victorian Era 

(1hr) 

 

The Second 

World War (1hr) 

The Victorian Era 

(1hr) 

 

The Second 

World War (1hr) 

W
k
 9

 

Australia: Sydney 

(1hr)  

 

Australia: 

Daintree 

Rainforest (1hr) 

Australia: Sydney 

(1hr)  

 

Australia: 

Daintree 

Rainforest (1hr) 

Climate Change 

(2hrs) 

Climate Change 

(2hrs) 

South America: 

Mountains (2hrs) 

South America: 

Mountains (2hrs) 

W
k
 1

0
 

The First World 

War (1hr) 

 

The Moon 

Landing (1hr) 

The First World 

War (1hr) 

 

The Moon 

Landing (1hr) 

  

The Second 

World War 

(2hrs) 

The Second 

World War 

(2hrs) 
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Early Years 

In Early Years at Loxdale, we cover history and geography through our ‘Understanding 

the World’. In Nursery, we begin to make sense of the children’s own life story and 

family history and begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural 

environment. We also begin to explore different countries in the world and talk about 

the differences and similarities between them. In Reception, we compare and contrast 

characters from stories including figures from the past. We begin to look at life in this 

country and in others. We recognise some environments that are different from the 

one in which we live. Through this journey, children gain knowledge about the big wide 

world, including continents and countries, we learn about famous explorers and their 

expeditions and also how life has changed throughout the years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Nursery 

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 & 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topics Rhyme and Colour Let’s Celebrate! Growth and Change People Who Help Us Bears, Bears, Bears! 

Key Texts 

**A range of high-

quality picture books 

to introduce children 

to story time ** 

 

Nursery Rhymes 

Goldilocks and the 

three bears 

The Gingerbread Man 

The Colour Monster 

 

*With additional 

stories from Reading 

Long Term Plan 

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 

Jack and the 

Beanstalk 

The Enormous Turnip 

How to grow a 

dinosaur 

Range of non-fiction 

texts 

Everywhere Bear 

We’re Going on a Bear 

Hunt 

Paddington 

 

UTW 

*Use all their senses 

in hands on 

exploration of natural 

materials. 

*Explore collections 

of materials with 

similar and/or 

different properties. 

 

*Begin to make sense 

of their own life-

story and family’s 

history. 

*Continue to develop 

positive attitudes 

about the differences 

between people. 

*Plant seeds and care 

for growing plants. 

*Understand the key 

features of the life 

cycle of a plant and 

animal. 

*Begin to understand 

the need to respect 

and care for the 

natural environment. 

*Talk about the 

differences between 

materials and changes 

they notice. 

*Show an interest in 

different occupations. 

*Explore how things 

work. 

*Explore and talk 

about different 

forces they feel. 

 

*Know that there are 

different countries in 

the world and talk 

about the differences 

they have 

experienced or seen 

in photos. 

Reception 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 & 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topics All about Me! Tell me a Story The Big Wide World Crazy Construction 
Water, Water, 

Everywhere! 

Key Texts 

**A range of high-

quality picture books 

to introduce children 

to Reception story 

time ** 

 

How to fill a bucket 

Only one me 

Unicorn … 

Supatato 

The Day the Crayons 

Quit 

 

*With additional 

stories from Reading 

Long Term Plan 

 

How to catch a star 

Aliens love 

Underpants 

Whatever Next 

Little Red Riding 

Hood 

 

Three Little Pigs 

Katie in London 

 

The Royal Family 

Billies Bucket 

Someone swallowed 

Stanley 

Finding Nemo 

Tiddler 

Rainbow Fish 

UTW 

*Talk about members 

of their immediate 

family and community. 

*Name and describe 

people who are 

familiar to them. 

*Understand the 

effect of changing 

seasons on the natural 

world around them. 

*Describe what they 

see, hear and feel 

whilst they are 

outside. 

*Compare and 

contrast characters 

from stories, including 

figures from the past. 

*Recognise that 

people have different 

beliefs and celebrate 

special times in 

different ways. 

*Understand that 

some places are 

special to members of 

their community. 

*Recognise some 

environments that are 

different to the one 

in which they live. 

*Explore the natural 

world around 

them.*Draw simple 

information from a 

map. 

 

*Comment on images 

of familiar situations 

in the past. 

 

ELG statements 
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Structure of lessons 

Lesson across all year groups will follow an identical structure, this will allow our pupils 

to be fully immersed in the acquisition of knowledge, rather than focusing on learning 

the routines of lessons as they move from year to year.  

Each lesson will follow this structure outlined below.  
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Impact  

Because learning is a change to long-term memory, it is impossible to see impact in the 

short term.  

We do, however, use probabilistic assessment based on deliberate practice. This means 

that we look at the practices taking place to determine whether they are appropriate, 

related to our goals and likely to produce results in the long run.  

We use comparative judgement in two ways: in the tasks we set (POP tasks) and in 

comparing a student's work over time.  
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We use lesson observations to see if the pedagogical style matches our depth 

expectations. 

Assessment  

Each milestone is accompanied by descriptions of end goals, these end goals will become 

familiar to pupils through targets. Pupils will be made aware of the learning they are 

working towards each lesson through their WILF, these targets can be used by pupils 

as a self or peer assessment tool. Staff will use these targets to assess pupils’ 

progression, in addition to this each pupil will undertake a half-termly assessment, 

comprised of five geography and five history questions. These questions will be a 

review of the knowledge imparted previously; staff will build these assessments using 

the questions outlined within the POP tasks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of milestone end goals 

Example of pupil targets 


